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ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR SYMPOSIUM 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Minister for Police) [12.07 pm]: Recently I opened the Antisocial 
Behaviour Symposium at the Perth Convention Exhibition Centre, which was organised by the Office of Crime 
Prevention. It was the first time that so many experts had been brought together to specifically explore antisocial 
behaviour in Western Australia. Solutions to this complex problem do not come easily and they require an 
across-government, whole-of-community response. 

About 300 delegates from all over Australia attended the one-day symposium, including WA Police, Australian 
Federal Police, Northern Territory Police, Victoria Police, the Department of Education and Training, the 
Department of Indigenous Affairs, the Drug and Alcohol Office, and a variety of private businesses, schools and 
community groups. A range of sessions was held throughout the day to explore the issues surrounding antisocial 
behaviour, including taking a snapshot of the responses of government agencies to antisocial behaviour. A series 
of case studies were also conducted, each of which focussed on one area of antisocial behaviour. The first 
focussed on alcohol and alcohol-related antisocial behaviour in Halls Creek and Fitzroy Crossing. It is 
interesting to note that alcohol-related antisocial behaviour was the primary concern for most delegates at the 
symposium. The second case study focused on antisocial behaviour on public transport, and the third was 
graffiti-related antisocial behaviour.  

The Liberal-National government is committed to improving the perceptions and the reality of safety in the 
community. A public and effective means of doing this is by cracking down on antisocial behaviour. Every 
person in our community has the right to feel safe and the right to be able to enjoy our public spaces without 
having their good time spoiled by yobbos. Antisocial behaviour can be the thin end of the wedge when it comes 
to crime. Graffiti, foul language, intimidating behaviour and hooning may all seem relatively harmless, but they 
can signal a general disdain for law and order in the community. If we turn a blind eye to antisocial behaviour 
now, we may be inviting bigger problems down the track. 

The symposium was an important step in developing a coordinated approached among all sectors of the 
community to effectively target antisocial behaviour in WA. There has been overwhelming support for hosting a 
second symposium, building on the success of the first one, to develop strategies from a whole-of-government 
perspective. Based on the feedback given at the symposium, the Office of Crime Prevention will prepare a 
position paper, including recommendations, on the best way to deal with this complex issue now and into the 
future.  
 


